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Winter Weather Safety
Do you know the difference between a Winter Storm Watch,
Winter Storm Warning and a Winter Weather Advisory?
A Winter Weather Advisory means winter weather
conditions are expected and may be hazardous.
A Winter Storm Watch means a winter storm is possible be prepared. (the next 36 to 48 hours)
A Winter Storm Warning means snow, sleet, or ice are
expected - take action! (within 24 hours)
A Frost/Freeze Warning means below freezing temperatures
are expected.
A Blizzard Warning indicates sustained winds or regular
gusts to 35 miles per hour or more, as well as considerable
amounts of snowfall or snow drifts and near zero visibility.
When an advisory is issued: Take Precautions!
When a watch is issued: Get Prepared!
When a warning is issued: TAKE ACTION!
Find out more at: weather.gov/safety/winter-ww or watch
our new winter safety video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eW3aE_OtWLU

Community Emergency Response
Guide (CERG): A Resident's Guide
to Community Preparedness
The Community Emergency Response Guide (CERG) is a one stop
guide to help prepare yourself, your home, and your community.
This guide is a companion document to Fairfax County’s
Emergency Operations Plan (EOP) made for residents that outlines
the strategies the community can take to support themselves in the
event of a disaster or emergency. The guide will help you educate
your community on the personal responsibility of preparedness by
outlining key preparedness activities and response actions using
the concept of “neighbors helping neighbors.” By using the CERG,
neighborhoods and communities will be able to sustain themselves
until county services and outside support can be obtained.
So, what can you do? Become familiar with your neighborhood by
understanding the hazards that are most likely to affect your area.
Next, help your neighborhood create a plan by using the “5 Steps to
Neighborhood Preparedness Guide.”

Nothing Says I Love You Like a
Well-Stocked Emergency Kit!
Show your loved one how much you care this Valentine's
Day by getting them some items for their emergency kit. Need
ideas on what goes in an emergency kit?
For more information on building your kit, visit:
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/emergency/readyfairfax/makeakit

Preparedness Presentations

1. Define your area - Make a map of your geographic area that you
are going to plan for.
2. Recruit your leaders - Make a list of the people in your
neighborhood that have useful skills or experience that could help
develop your neighborhood’s plan.
3. Scouting your area - Develop a list of your neighborhood’s most
susceptible risks or common hazards in Fairfax County (found in
the annex of the CERG). Identify the assets your community has
that will help you respond to, or recover from, a disaster.
4. Build your team - Build teams that use the skills and assets you
identified that can help during an emergency.
5. Plan your approach - Discuss personal preparedness steps with
your community members and define how the neighborhood will
respond if there is an emergency.

The Fairfax County Office of Emergency Management can
You can find and download a copy of the CERG on OEM’s website.
come give a presentation and material to prepare your network
Additionally, a printed copy of the CERG can be found at any
for an emergency. Submit your request today:
Fairfax County Library or District Supervisor's Office.
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/emergencymanagement/
outreach-presentation-request
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Get Involved in 2019!
Are you looking for something new to get involved in? The
volunteers with the OEM Volunteer Corps educate the public
about emergency management and disaster preparedness
throughout the whole community. In 2018 our volunteers spent
over 713 hours attending 113 events, connecting with over
10,500 county residents.
If you are interested in volunteering, please sign up on the
county website at volunteer.fairfaxcounty.gov or if you have
any questions, call 571-350-1000.

Earthquake Awareness Month
Did you know that February is Earthquake Awareness
Month? Do you know what to do if there is an earthquake in
our area? You can visit the Ready Fairfax page to learn about
the different phases of preparedness and what YOU can do to
prepare your family, today. Take a look at the hazards pages
for detailed information and what to do before, during, and
after each hazard, including an earthquake.
For more information, please visit:
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/emergency/readyfairfax/earthquake

Strategic Plan Survey
As you may have now heard, Fairfax County is embarking on
an exciting process to formulate a comprehensive, countywide
strategic plan. How can you help? Take the survey today by
visiting: www.fairfaxcounty.gov/strategicplan/.
As the strategic planning process unfolds in 2019, we will have:
Defined priorities for 2020 and beyond, organized around 7-10
areas; Developed a set of community-centric and quantifiable
performance indicators for each priority area; Prioritized
strategies and implementation paths to achieve the outcomes
on key performance indicators; Integrated other planning
efforts such as economic success, Fairfax County Public
Schools strategic plan, One Fairfax and more.

Connect With Us to
Stay Informed!
Fairfax Alerts:

New Survey Effort Takes a Closer
Look at Aging in Fairfax County
In February, thousands of adults – 50 and over – will find
yellow post cards in their mailboxes inviting them to
participate in Fairfax County’s first 50+ Community Survey
for Fairfax County and the Cities of Fairfax and Falls Church.
The survey is part of a county-wide initiative to create a more
aging-friendly community.
Survey recipients will be randomly-selected throughout Fairfax
County and the Cities of Falls Church and Fairfax.
“More than 25 percent of Fairfax County residents are 50 and
over, and we can expect to see that number dramatically
increase in the coming years,” said Bryan Hill, Fairfax County
Executive. “We want to learn more about the experience of
aging in Fairfax County so that we can better meet the needs of
our 50+ community.”
The local governments conducting the survey hope to learn
more about the local lifestyles of individuals among the 50+
community including opportunities to work, socialize and
volunteer; issues facing these adults such as retirement,
housing and caregiving; and their usage of community services
like public transportation and Senior Centers.
“The survey is a unique opportunity for us to make our voices
heard in a powerful way,” said Carolyn Sutterfield, chairman
of the Fairfax Area Commission on Aging. The Commission,
the Citizens Advisory Council for the Fairfax Area Agency on
Aging, oversees and promotes the five-year Fairfax 50+
Community Action Plan adopted by the Board of Supervisors
in 2014.
Sutterfield strongly encourages those who receive the survey to
take the time to complete it, whether online or by mail. “The 20
minutes you spend on this have the potential to improve the
quality of life for older adults in the Fairfax community for
years to come,” she said, noting that the survey results will
play an important role in planning the next 50+ Community
Action Plan.
The county has contracted with the National Research Center
to conduct the survey. All responses are anonymous.
For additional information, please visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/topics/50-plus-community-survey

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/alerts
Facebook/Twitter: @ReadyFairfax

To request this information in an alternate format, contact the Office of Emergency
Management at 571-350-1000, TTY 711 or OEM-Outreach@fairfaxcounty.gov

